=

\gu

© 2017 The authors

Meteorologische Zeitschrift, Vol. 26, No. 4, 431-440 (published online July 21, 2017)

Boundary-Layer Meteorology

Surface energy fluxes during the total solar eclipse over
Ny-Alesund, Svalbard, on 20 March 2015

ALEXANDER SCHULZ!, CARSTEN SCHALLER?, MARION MATURILLI', JULIA BOIKE', CHRISTOPH RITTER!

and THoMAS FOKEN>*

T Alfred Wegener Institute, Helmholtz Centre for Polar and Marine Research, Potsdam, Germany
2University of Miinster, Institute of Landscape Ecology, Climatology Group, Miinster, Germany
3University of Bayreuth, Bayreuth Center of Ecology and Environmental Research (BayCEER), Bayreuth,

Germany

(Manuscript received December 12, 2016; in revised form March 13, 2017; accepted March 14, 2017)

Abstract

On 20 March 2015, a total solar eclipse occurred over Ny-Alesund (78.9°N, 11.9°E), Svalbard, under ideal
conditions with clear sky. The cycle of the radiation fluxes is comparable with other experiments during
eclipses, with even the upward longwave radiation showing significant changes, with a delay to the shortwave
radiation and a slowly linear increase after the totality. Also, under polar conditions, an increase of the wind
velocity before and a decrease after the totality was found, which is an indicator of the generation of an
“Eclipse cyclone”. This change of the wind direction generated a local wind system with a near-surface-
layer katabatic flow. During the eclipse, a remarkably large sensible heat flux was observed. The turbulent
fluxes were analysed using a wavelet technique with 1-minute time resolution, which is the ideal method for
investigating these highly non-steady conditions. No influences on the boundary layer structure as measured
with radiosondes were found, with the exception of a wind direction change during the eclipse cyclone below

the shallow inversion layer.
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1 Introduction

Solar eclipses are not only a special event for as-
tronomers but also for meteorologists. Special meteo-
rological campaigns during such events have been car-
ried out for a long time (ANDERSON, 1999; HINZPETER
and WORNER, 1955). Most of these investigations made
measurements of the short- and long-wave radiation
components, but in the last 20 years measurements of the
turbulent fluxes of sensible and latent heat or even trace
gas fluxes have also been included in such measuring
programs (AHRENS etal., 2001; ApLIN and HARRISON,
2003; BEHRENS et al., 2016; EATON et al., 1997; FABIAN
etal., 2001; FokeN etal., 2001; Founbpa etal., 2007;
MAUDER etal., 2007; NYMPHAS etal., 2012; SATYAN-
INGSIH etal., 2016). Up to now, only one investigation
of a total solar eclipse under conditions of high latitude,
that of 23 November 2003 over Antarctica, has been
published (KAMEDA etal., 2009). Such studies make it
possible to investigate the interaction of radiation and
turbulent fluxes and the relevant response times under
the situation of a nearly abrupt change of the radiation
fluxes. This is not possible during sun rise and sun set
because of the slow change of the radiation. One other
possibility is provided by abruptly changing cloudiness
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at high altitudes, such as on the Tibetan Plateau, with a
nearly aerosol-free atmosphere.

A solar eclipse is like a laboratory experiment for
response times of the energy fluxes and the interaction
of these fluxes. The observed phenomena of an “eclipse
cyclone” (CLAYTON, 1901) also offers the opportunity
to study how changes of the energy input can generate
changes in the pressure field.

At one of the most northerly research stations, at
Ny-Alesund (78.9°N, 11.9°E) on the archipelago of
Svalbard (UTTAL etal., 2016), a total eclipse occurred
on 20 March 2015, with the time of totality between
1009, 52 sec UTC and 1012, 11 sec UTC and a duration
of the totality of 2 min 20 sec. The elevation of the sun
above the horizon was about 10° at totality and about
11° at noon, and the land was fully covered with snow
while the ocean was ice-free. The synoptic situation
was optimal for studying the eclipse, with a cloud-free
atmosphere under the influence of a high-pressure area
over the Greenland Sea. Pressure was nearly constant
(decrease of 3 hPa per 12 hours).

The Ny-Alesund site is well equipped for such in-
vestigation due to the presence of a Baseline Sur-
face Radiation Station (BSRN) since 1992 (MATURILLI
etal., 2015) and two flux measuring stations, one near
the BSRN station (JOCHER etal., 2012) and one about
1.8 km away on a wet and undisturbed permafrost area

© 2017 The authors

Gebriider Borntraeger Science Publishers, Stuttgart, www.borntraeger-cramer.com


http://www.borntraeger-cramer.de/journals/metz
http://www.borntraeger-cramer.de/journals/metz
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://www.borntraeger-cramer.com

432

Svalbard

A. Schulz etal.: Total solar eclipse over Ny-Alesund

Meteorol. Z., 26, 2017

ol Garstivigt

et

Dy T 2hdiad. B 10 km

a

Figure 1: Location of Ny-Alesund at the Kongsfjorden on Svalbard (map was obtained from the Norwegian Polar Institute: http://

svalbardkartet.npolar.no/html5/index.html?viewer=svalbardkartet)

(WESTERMANN et al., 2009), with both operating nearly
continuously for about 5-10 years. The flux stations
were equipped to measure net radiation. It was possible
to investigate the radiation fluxes as well as the turbulent
fluxes with a time resolution of one minute, to investi-
gate response times with a high resolution in time. All
of these measuring systems were operated by the Alfred
Wegener Institute.

The special interest of solar eclipse measurements at
high latitudes is the effect of a very high albedo. There-
fore the absolute effect on the upward longwave radia-
tion component and on the available energy at the sur-
face should be low. This may reduce the effect on tur-
bulent fluxes and possible circulation patterns that were
found during eclipses in mid latitudes. Such investiga-
tions are important for weather and climate models, be-
cause in the frequently only weakly stable Arctic bound-
ary layer, even small perturbations can have a strong im-
pact on stability and boundary layer altitude.

The radiation data of the BSRN station during the
total solar eclipse were already published by MATURILLI
and RITTER (2016a; 2016b).

2 Material and methods

2.1 The Ny-z&lesund site

Ny-Alesund is located at the south-west side of the
Kongsfjorden, with the Zeppelin Mountain to the south

and the Bayelva valley and Brgggerbreen glacier in a
west to south-westerly direction (Fig. 1). The common
south-easterly near-surface atmospheric flow along the
fjord axis (BEINE et al., 2001; MATURILLI et al., 2013) —
coming from the Kongsvegen glacier — is, during periods
with low wind speeds, interrupted by the katabatic flow
from the glaciers located to the south, and under strong
synoptic forcing, by flow from the ocean north-west of
the site (JocHER etal., 2012).

The locations of the measurement sites used in this
study are given in Fig. 2, with the BSRN station south
of the observatory at Ny-Alesund and the Ny-Alesund
eddy-covariance station a further 300 m to the south-
west. The Bayelva eddy-covariance station is about
1.8 km westward of the other sites.

Polar day and polar night conditions are from
18 April to 24 August and from 24 October to 18 Febru-
ary, respectively. On 20 March, the diurnal cycle is char-
acterized by regular day and night-time conditions, with
the sun above the horizon for about 12 hours. The solar
eclipse occurred at 1011 UTC, when the sun was above
the mountains, allowing observations of the partial and
total solar eclipse phases. About 15 minutes after the end
of the eclipse, the BSRN station was in the shadow of the
Zeppelin Mountain, while the eddy-covariance station
Ny-Alesund (NA-EC) was already in the shadow of the
mountain about 30 minutes after totality and the Bayelva
eddy-covariance station (BA-EC) was in shadow up to
the totality.
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Figure 2: Location of the measuring sites at Ny-Alesund: BSRN: Baseline Surface Radiation Station with radiation and synoptic
measurements; NA-EC: Ny-Alesund eddy-covariance site; BA-EC: Bayelva eddy-covariance site. (The aerial photograph was obtained
from the Norwegian Polar Institute: http://svalbardkartet.npolar.no/html5/index.html?viewer=svalbardkartet)

2.2 Radiation measurements

The downward radiation components and the upward
longwave radiation during the eclipse phase were mea-
sured at the BSRN site and, according to quality-control
factors, independent measurements were made of direct
and diffuse radiation in addition to the global radiation.
The direct radiation was measured by a Kipp & Zo-
nen CHP1 pyrheliometer on a Schulz & Partner solar
tracker shared with the diffuse radiation measurement
by a ball-shaded Kipp & Zonen CMP22. Global and
reflected radiation was also detected by CMP22 instru-
ments, while upward and downward longwave radiation
components were obtained by Eppley PIR pyrgeometers
(MATURILLI etal., 2015). The direct radiation was nor-
malized to the horizontal plane. The ground beneath the
radiation instrumentation setup was also snow-covered,
with a snow layer of about 30 cm height as measured
by a Jenoptik snow depth sensor. As low solar eleva-
tion angles limit the reliability of the albedo retrieval,
the albedo value of 0.7 (error 6 %) was found for the
end of the eclipse, with the highest solar elevation of
nearly 11°. The longwave radiation measurements were
temperature-corrected with three internal temperature
sensors that confirmed the radiative cooling and indi-
cated that the decrease in upward longwave radiation
was not caused by changes in air temperature due to ad-
vection.

Radiation measurements at both eddy-covariance
sites were made with a CNR4 Kipp and Zonen four com-

ponent net radiometer (Ny-Alesund EC site) and a NRO1
Hukseflux four component net radiometer (Bayelva EC
site).

The radiation measurements and all other meteoro-
logical parameters (temperature, wind etc.) were sam-
pled with 2 s time interval.

2.3 Turbulence measurements

The turbulence measurements were made according
to the recent recommendations for eddy-covariance
measurements (AUBINET etal., 2012). Both sites were
equipped with sonic anemometers CSAT3 (Campbell
Sci. Inc.) and open path gas analysers 7500A (LI-COR
Biosciences). Due to an additional mounted IRGASON
(Campbell Sci. Inc.) we could minimize wind flow dis-
turbance at the EC-NA system even for westerly winds,
which occurred during totality. All necessary corrections
and data quality tests (FOKEN etal., 2012) were applied
in accordance with the software package TK3 (MAUDER
and FOkKEN, 2015a; 2015b), which is comparable with
other available packages (FRATINI and MAUDER, 2014;
MAUDER etal., 2008). The moisture-dependent correc-
tions were not relevant due to the low air temperature
(below —15 °C) and the corresponding low absolute hu-
midity. Therefore, the latent heat flux was always below
the detection limit. The measuring heights were 2.1 m
for the Ny-Alesund EC site and 2.75 m for the Bayelva
EC site.
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Figure 3: Cycle of the shortwave radiation during the solar eclipse at BSRN station. For comparison, the global radiation of Ny-Alesund
eddy-covariance site (NA-EC) and Bayelva eddy-covariance site (BA-EC) are given. The measurements are affected by the shadow of
the Zeppelin Mountain up to the totality for BA-EC, beginning at 1050 for NA-EC, and beginning at 1135 for BSRN. For BA-EC only
30-minute averages are available, and all other data are from high resolution raw data. For comparison, in all figures the extra-terrestrial
radiation (TOA: top of the atmosphere) is shown (the code was adapted from: AIR_SEA TOOLBOX (version 2.0: 8/9/99), Rich Pawlowicz)
together with the begin of the partial eclipse (vertical dashed line), the period of totality (grey shadow), and the end of the partial eclipse

(vertical dashed line).

A solar eclipse event is highly non-steady state. Un-
der these conditions the eddy-covariance method fails
all quality criteria (FOKEN AND WICHURA, 1996) and
the calculated flux is questionable. The wavelet analy-
sis offers a possibility for calculating the turbulent flux
from the spectrum of the wavelet coefficients, even un-
der these conditions (COLLINEAU and BRUNET, 1993b;
HANDORF and FokEN, 1997; KATUL and PARLANGE,
1995; TREVINO and ANDREAS, 1996). For steady state
conditions, the wavelet and eddy-covariance methods
are in very good agreement (SCHALLER et al., 2017). For
the first time, this method was applied to calculate fluxes
during a solar eclipse. This method offers the possibil-
ity of determining exact fluxes with a time resolution of
about 1 minute, as with the radiation measurements. We
applied the recently published calculation tool presented
by SCHALLER etal. (2017) with a continuous wavelet
transform with the Mexican hat wavelet, which provides
an excellent resolution in the time domain. The flux can
be calculated with the power spectra of the wavelet co-
efficient for a given time interval — in our case 1 minute.
Thus it allows an exact localization of single events in
time (COLLINEAU and BRUNET, 1993a). For more de-
tails see the given reference.

2.4 Radiosonde measurements

Before the partial eclipse (0839 UTC), during the total
eclipse (1010 UTC), and after (1114 UTC) the partial
eclipse, three Vaisala RS92 radiosondes were launched
from Ny-Alesund with an ascent rate of 5ms~!. The
Ny-Alesund radiosonde programme is certified by the
Global Climate Observing Systems (GCOS) Reference
Upper-Air Network (GRUAN), providing radiosonde
data in reference quality. The radiosonde launched at
1114 UTC has therefore been processed by GRUAN,
and the data are available with quantitative uncertainty
values for every measurement point (SOMMER etal.,
2012). The air temperature profiles in the lowermost

300 m show a surface-based inversion below 100 m alti-
tude and stable conditions in the atmospheric boundary
layer. Within the typical error band, no air temperature
changes during the eclipse could be detected. The pro-
files were presented by MATURILLI and RITTER (2016D).
With acceptance of the large error, some results of the
wind direction are shown in Section 3.2.

3 Results and discussion

3.1 Radiation and temperature

Because of the cloud-free clear sky and the low aerosol
density, the short wave radiation components show an
ideal cycle of a solar eclipse (Fig. 3). The aerosol op-
tical depth at a wavelength of 500 nm had a maximum
of 0.07 derived by photometer SP1A (Schulz & Partner,
Buckow, Germany), which is lower than the monthly av-
erage for March at Ny-Alesund (TomasI etal., 2015).
About two thirds of the global radiation is direct incom-
ing solar radiation. The diffuse radiation at the beginning
and the end is nearly the only contribution to the global
radiation, when the site was in the shadow of the Zep-
pelin Mountain, which indicates the low aerosol concen-
tration. Besides the lower quality classes of the sensors
at the eddy-covariance sites, the global radiation is com-
parable with the BSRN station (Fig. 3) and can be used
for the further discussion. The shortwave upward radi-
ation follows the cycle of the downward radiation (not
shown). The solar elevation was too low for an exact de-
termination of the albedo (see Section 2.2).

The ratio of the longwave radiation components is an
indicator for the clear sky (Fig. 4). The longwave up-
ward radiation is, to a large extent, driven by surface
temperature and follows — with a delay — the shortwave
radiation. After the totality, the increase of the long-
wave upward radiation goes much slower, with a linear
increase, than the increase of the shortwave radiation.
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Figure 4: Cycle of the longwave downward radiation (Iw-in), longwave upward radiation (Iw-out), and the surface temperature during the

solar eclipse at BSRN station.

surface temperature (°C)

300 0
— 350 zacad rl‘l‘ﬂi'up\,-
% q WL iy
E E 20
E 200 ‘_g’
< e =30
g1sof 8 M
c ® 40
<] = H
= k=] M"ﬂ
k] 100 @ -50 H
- -—
€ g 2 .
-60
Q= 70
0800 0800 1000 1100

time (UTC)

Figure 5: Air temperature and surface temperature and net radiation at BSRN station, which is, from 1135, in the shadow of the Zeppelin
Mountain. The negative values of the net radiation indicate a loss of energy at the surface.

Table 1: Comparison of radiation measurements during the solar eclipse on 23 November 2003 in Antarctica (KAMEDA etal., 2009) and on

20 March 2015 at Svalbard

Parameter Dome Fuji, Antarctica, 77°S ~ Svalbard, 79° N
3810 m a.s.l. 15m a.s.l. (BSRN)
27m a.s.l. (NA-EC)
23 November 2003 20 March 2015

Global radiation before and after the
partial eclipse

Air temperature before the partial
eclipse and effect of the cooling

Net radiation before the partial
eclipse and during the totality”

Albedo 0.85

203 and 269 Wm™
-51°C,ca.3K

—5Wm™2 and —-50 Wm™2

131 and 175 Wm™2
—-18°C,ca.2K
—-35Wm™2 and —-63 Wm™>

about 0.7

* negative values: Loss of energy at the surface

This kind of hysteresis was also found during other to-
tal eclipses (FOKEN etal., 2001). The surface tempera-
ture was calculated with the Stefan-Boltzmann law for a
grey body with emissivity of 0.985 from outgoing long-
wave radiation measurement and follows the longwave
radiation exactly.

The air temperature at 2.0 m and the surface temper-
ature follow, with a short delay, the shortwave and net
radiation. The air temperature increase after the totality
is much faster than the surface temperature and follows
the increase of the radiation. The high air temperature
fluctuations of the air temperature shortly before the to-
tality are discussed in Section 3.2. A time shift of sev-
eral minutes between the totality and the minimum in

air temperature (ANDERSON, 1999; EaTON etal., 1997,
FokEN etal., 2001; Founpa etal., 2007) could not be
found. The net radiation is strongly related to the in-
coming short wave radiation. Due to the higher upward
than downward longwave radiation, there is a radiative
energy flux of —63 Wm™2 from the surface to the atmo-
sphere during the totality.

Table 1 compares the two experiments during a solar
eclipse at high latitudes (KAMEDA etal., 2009, and this
study). The eclipse in Antarctica was about one month
before the solar maximum while the eclipse at Sval-
bard was exactly at the spring equinox. Both eclipses
occurred shortly before noon. Therefore, the incom-
ing shortwave radiation was about 100 Wm~™2 higher in
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Figure 6: Pressure, wind velocity and direction at BSRN station.
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Figure 7: Radiosoundings of the air temperature (left) and the wind direction (right) before (0839) and after (1114) eclipse and during the
totality (1010). Remark: The values below 150 m did not fulfil the strong GRUAN quality criteria. Left figure adapted from MATURILLI and
RITTER (2016b) with kind permission of © Authors 2016, all rights reserved.

Antarctica, but the air temperature was much lower due
to the location of the Dome Fuji station on the Antarctic
Plateau (3810 m a.s.1.). Due to the low air temperature at
this altitude in comparison to the air temperature at Ny-
Alesund, the difference between the up- and downward
longwave radiation, and therefore the net radiation, was
lower.

3.2 Wind velocity

From several solar eclipse experiments is reported
(ApLIN and HARRISON, 2003; FOKEN etal., 2001; Nym-
PHAS etal., 2012) that the wind velocity increases shortly
before the totality and decreases with a minimum af-
ter the totality, with a remarkable change of the wind
direction. The situation is comparable with the pas-
sage of a large cumulus or a cumulonimbus cloud and
is known as an “Eclipse cyclone” (CLAYTON, 1901).
Such an eclipse cyclone has a diameter of approximately
2000 km and a high pressure area allows its genera-
tion. This phenomenon was investigated for the 11 Au-
gust 1999 eclipse over Europe by APLIN and HARRISON
(2003) and Provobp (2010). The situation at Ny—Alesund
is more complex due to the changes between the typical
fjord-parallel wind and the westerly katabatic wind from
the glacier (see Section 2.1), but the optimal anticyclonal
conditions were present.

The wind velocity and direction are shown in Fig. 6.
A katabatic wind from the south was present over
the whole day, passing the Zeppelin Mountain. About
10 minutes before totality the wind velocity increased
and the direction shifted about 45° westward, so that
the katabatic wind then came from the Brgggerbreen
glacier. About 10 minutes after the totality the wind ve-
locity decreased and had a minimum about half an hour
later. It is the typical picture seen during other eclipses
(Table 2). The anticyclone over the Greenland Sea was
the optimum background condition for its generation.
The shift in the wind direction is probably larger due
to orographic effects and relief-induced katabatic flows.
The situation is in accordance with a pressure decrease
before the totality and an increase after the totality of
about 0.3 hPa.

While keeping in mind that the retrieval of wind di-
rection from radiosondes while balloons are still in the
first part of the ascent is subject to potentially large er-
rors, we analysed the three soundings before and af-
ter the partial eclipse and within the totality; these are
shown in Fig. 7. The change of the wind direction during
the totality (Fig. 6) is only visible below the inversion
layer (Fig. 7). After the eclipse, the wind direction at the
ground turned again to the south (Fig. 6 and 7, near the
ground), while below the inversion there was still a zone
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eclipse and location wind velocity before the partial

eclipse, with reduction

shift in wind direction  reference

11 August 1999 !

Camborne, U.K.

11 August 1999
Freising, Germany

11 August 1999
Fiilophdza, Hungary

11 August 1999
Plittersdorf, Germany

23 November 2003
Dome Fuji, Antarctica

3.0ms™!, ca. —2.0ms™

25ms!, ca. —1.5ms™!

25ms!, ca. —1.5ms™!

1 1

1.5ms™", ca. —1.0ms™

6.5ms™!, ca. —0.3ms™!

29 March 2006 2.0ms™!, ca. —1.0ms™!
Ibadan, Nigeria
20 March 2015 2.5ms™!, ca. —1.5ms™!

Ny-Alesund, Svalbard

140° to 130° APLIN and HARRISON (2003)
FokEeN etal. (2001)

FokEeN etal. (2001)

AHRENS etal. (2001)

<5° KAMEDA etal. (2009)
NyMPHAS etal. (2012)

180° to 225° this study

of westerly wind (Fig. 7). Above the inversion, also vis-
ible in wind lidar measurements (not shown), no effect
of the eclipse was found.

3.3 Turbulent fluxes

Turbulent fluxes were investigated during solar eclipses
in the last 20 years (BEHRENS et al., 2016; EATON et al.,
1997; FOKEN et al., 2001; KAMEDA et al., 2009; MAUDER
etal., 2007; NympHAS etal., 2012) in addition to the
classical radiation measurements. While a strong radia-
tive forcing is usually closely correlated with the fluxes,
with a time shift of only a few minutes, the situation un-
der polar conditions is much more complicated. In the
following, only some ideas are presented to explain the
difficult situations. Only the sensible heat flux could be
analysed, because the latent was — due to the low water
vapour concentration — below the detection limit.

The change of the wind field was more pronounced
in the friction velocity than in the wind velocity. The
friction velocity increased significantly at the beginning
of the totality (Fig. 8a) and again shortly before the end
of the partial eclipse, when the wind field returned to
the situation before the partial eclipse. This effect was
only seen at EC-NA and not at EC-BA, which was in
the shadow of the Zeppelin Mountain during the whole
eclipse.

During the eclipse, the net radiation flux was from
the surface to the atmosphere (negative values in Fig. 5;
usually the micrometeorological definition would be a
positive flux) with a cooling at the surface. The sensible
heat flux compensates for this energy loss and is down-
ward orientated. In Fig. 8b it is shown with a negative
sign according to the micrometeorological definition.
The 5-minute averages, which have a low data quality
due to the non-steady state conditions, nearly compen-
sate for the net radiation. The wavelet fluxes with a high

time resolution of 1 minute are much larger, but they
correspond very well to the dynamical effect due to the
increase of the friction velocity for a short time-period.
Additional effects of advection cannot be excluded. But
most of the time, the sensible heat flux was nearly zero,
within the detection limit (MAUDER et al., 2006).

The air temperature profile indicates the same di-
rection of the sensible heat flux (Fig. 9). Addition-
ally, the surface temperature was calculated with the
Stefan-Boltzmann law for a grey body with emissivity
of 0.985 from outgoing longwave radiation measure-
ment (Kipp & Zonen CNR4). The near-surface layer
is well mixed until shortly after the totality, because
identical air temperature differences between 0.5 m and
1 m, as well as between 1 m und 2 m, are a criterion for
the classical log-lin-temperature profile. With decreas-
ing wind velocity and also friction velocity, the lower
layer of 0.5 m and below no longer follows the upper
layer (> 1 m), which is a criterion for a decoupling near
the surface. Such decoupling situations between the sur-
face and the air layers a few decimeters above the sur-
face were well investigated for Ny-Alesund (LUERs and
BaRrEiss, 2010) and also known for Antarctica (SODE-
MANN and FokeN, 2005). A cooling started when the
EC-NA station was in the shadow of the Zeppelin Moun-
tain at 1050. Together with the increasing wind velocity,
the air temperature dropped nearly 3 degrees, probably
due to a stronger katabatic flow. This situation is com-
bined with a strong positive sensible heat flux, which
can only be explained by advection of warm air after the
situation of decoupling. Furthermore, after the eclipse
at 1140 such a situation was again observed. A simi-
larly atypical situation was also found by KAMEDA et al.
(2009) for the solar eclipse in Antarctica using a simple
bulk approach.

Because the Bayelva site was in the shadow of the
Zeppelin Mountain up to the totality and was further-
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Figure 8: Friction velocity (above) and sensible heat flux (below) measured at Ny—Alesund EC site, measured with wavelet technique and
eddy-covariance technique (5-minute average). For visualization of possible flow distortion effects during the eclipse, the second turbulence
measuring complex was included in this figure (EC-NA1: CSAT3 and LiCor 7500A; EC-NA2: IRGASON).
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Figure 9: Air temperature profile and surface temperature near the Ny-Alesund EC site.

more in a wind shadow, no significant sensible heat
fluxes could be detected.

4 Conclusions

The opportunity to investigate turbulent and radiative
fluxes during a total solar eclipse in polar regions on
20 March 2015 at Ny—Alesund, Svalbard, was ideal due
to a cloud-free, clear sky. This was the second time that
turbulent fluxes were measured under these conditions.
The research site was highly equipped with meteorolog-
ical instrumentation, so that a combined radiation and
turbulence experiment could be realized. Despite the
high albedo of 0.7 over the snow-covered surface, all ra-
diation fluxes provided a picture comparable with other

eclipses. Even the change in the upward longwave radi-
ation was similar, with a time lag between the beginning
of the partial eclipse and the decrease of the radiation
and a slow, nearly linear, increase after the totality.

The increase of the wind velocity before the total-
ity and the decrease after the totality — compared with a
pressure decrease and increase before and after the to-
tality, respectively — was a clear indication of the eclipse
cyclone. This is quite interesting because of the low radi-
ation forcing (in comparison with mid-latitude eclipses)
and the strong forcing by the air temperature difference
between the open ocean and the snow and ice covered
land (compare with Fig. 1). Due to the orography, the
change in the wind direction of 45° was much larger than
for other experiments, with the generation of a katabatic
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flow and significant influences on air temperature and
turbulent fluxes, which did not follow typical conditions
during eclipses.

During the totality, the averaged sensible heat flux
nearly compensated for the energy loss at the surface
due to longwave cooling, but due to a dynamic effect
one-minute sensible heat fluxes were much larger, which
was probably connected to advection. In general, the
turbulent fluxes showed a very complex picture, with
well-mixed situations and periods with decoupling of
the layer nearest to the surface and higher layers. Such
decoupling situations must be taken into account in the
cases of stable stratification, low wind conditions and
low radiation forcing. Even small changes of the wind
flow are related to significant changes in the energy
fluxes and this makes the study — and also the mod-
elling — of polar meteorological situations so complex
and sensitive. The measurements obtained during the so-
lar eclipses underline this statement. The successful ap-
plication of the wavelet method for calculation of turbu-
lent fluxes offers the possibility of also applying this tool
for other situations with non-steady state fluxes, which
are typical under polar conditions.
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