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2 SWS, 3ECTS

Participants:

This seminar is a facultative course for 3 semester Global Change Ecology students as part
of the C2 Module Ecological Services. The course is also open to other GCE students as well
as to Geoecology students.

Maximum number of participants: 25

Required course work:

Each registered participant will write a seminar paper of about 25 pages on a selected topic,
following the basic guidelines for authors of the journal Land Use Policy.

During the block seminar, each participant will give an oral presentation of 30 minutes on the
seminar topic selected. We will discuss each topic; work on presentation skills, and practice
moderation skills of students. Depending on the number of participants, some topics may be
covered by two or several students.

Introduction to the course and assignment of topics:
23 October 2008, 16.00 s.t. — 18.00, room: S110 (Al)

Deadline for registration to the course:
6 November 2008

Deadline for submission of seminar papers:
22 January 2009
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Seminar topics

I. Basic environmental economic concepts

1. The provision of environmental goods and services: Private versus public goods
and the role of property rights

2. Environmental policies: Coping with positive and negative externalities

Il. Economic valuation of biodiversity and ecosystem services
3. Economic valuation of biodiversity and ecosystem services: An overview

4. Direct valuation of the benefits of biodiversity conservation: The contingent
valuation method

5. Indirect valuation of nature conservation as a consumptive good: Travel cost and
hedonic pricing method

Benefit-transfer as a tool for economic valuation of biodiversity
The benefit transfer and use estimating model toolkit (Loomis et al. 2008)
Who values nature’s goods and services: Consumers or citizens?
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Wetlands as a case study for ecosystem valuation

I11. Costs, finances and policy instruments of biodiversity conservation
10. The costs of biodiversity conservation: A case study on species protection
11. Financing biodiversity conservation
12. Creating markets for biodiversity and ecosystem services
13. Payments for environmental services
14. Compensation payments in wildlife conservation
15. Biodiversity conservation and intergovernmental fiscal transfers
16. Biodiversity policies and equity

IV. International biodiversity policies
17. The Convention on Biological Diversity: Economic issues

18. Biosphere reserves as a model to integrate biodiversity conservation and economic
development

19. Strategies and instruments to conserve tropical rainforests
20. Charging the use of global commons
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Landell-Mills, Natasha; Porras, Ina T. 2002. Silver bullet or fools” gold? A global review of markets
for forest environmental services and their impacts on the poor. Instruments for sustainable private
sector forestry series. International Institute for Environment and Development. London.
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Vatn, Arild. 2005. Institutions and the Environment. Edwar Elgar, Cheltenham.
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Biodiversity Economics Library of IUCN: http://www.biodiversityeconomics.org/library/index.html
Biodiversity Bibliography of Polasky et al.: http://www.apec.umn.edu/faculty/spolasky/biobib.html

Important journals:

Ambio

Biological Conservation

Conservation Biology

Ecological Applications

Ecological Economics

Ecology and Society (online journal)

Environment and Planning C

Environmental and Resource Economics

Environmental Conservation

Environmental Policy and Governance
(Formerly: European Environment)

GAIA

Global Environmental Change

Journal of Environmental Economics and
Management

Land Use Policy

Natur und Landschaft

Naturschutz und Landschaftsplanung

Natur und Recht

Zeitschrift fur angewandte Umweltforschung

Zeitschrift fiir Okologie und Naturschutz

Zeitschrift fur Umweltpolitik und Umweltrecht


http://www.biodiversityeconomics.org/library/index.html
http://www.apec.umn.edu/faculty/spolasky/biobib.html

	Environmental Economics – Benefits and Threats of Biodiversity
	Block Seminar: 9 – 11 February 2009
	Nationalparkzentrum Sächsische Schweiz, Bad Schandau
	  Environmental Economics – Benefits and Threats of Biodiversity
	I. Basic environmental economic concepts 
	1. The provision of environmental goods and services: Private versus public goods and the role of property rights
	2. Environmental policies: Coping with positive and negative externalities 

	II. Economic valuation of biodiversity and ecosystem services
	3. Economic valuation of biodiversity and ecosystem services: An overview
	4. Direct valuation of the benefits of biodiversity conservation: The contingent valuation method
	5. Indirect valuation of nature conservation as a consumptive good: Travel cost and hedonic pricing method
	6. Benefit-transfer as a tool for economic valuation of biodiversity 
	7. The benefit transfer and use estimating model toolkit (Loomis et al. 2008)
	8. Who values nature’s goods and services: Consumers or citizens?
	9. Wetlands as a case study for ecosystem valuation

	III. Costs, finances and policy instruments of biodiversity conservation
	10. The costs of biodiversity conservation: A case study on species protection
	11. Financing biodiversity conservation
	12. Creating markets for biodiversity and ecosystem services
	13. Payments for environmental services
	14. Compensation payments in wildlife conservation
	15. Biodiversity conservation and intergovernmental fiscal transfers
	16. Biodiversity policies and equity

	IV. International biodiversity policies
	17. The Convention on Biological Diversity: Economic issues
	18. Biosphere reserves as a model to integrate biodiversity conservation and economic development
	19. Strategies and instruments to conserve tropical rainforests
	20. Charging the use of global commons
	 Environmental Economics – Benefits and Threats of Biodiversity



