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Scientific & Professional Career

1991 -92 Anthropology, Oglethorpe University,
Atlanta, USA

1992-97 Biology, Univ. of Erlangen-Nirnberg
(Diploma grade 1.0 with Highest Honors)
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2001-04 Post-doc, Disturbance and Vegetation
Dynamics, Helmholtz Center for
Environmental Research UFZ Leipzig

2004-09 Junior Professor, Disturbance Ecology and
Vegetation Dynamics, Univ. of Bayreuth

2009-11 Full Professor, Geoecology /Physical
Geography, Univ. of Koblenz-Landau
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Current Research Topics / Expertise

Disturbance ecology and resilience

Climate change research and extreme events
Biodiversity and conservation

Experimental community ecology

Ecological Novelty and invasion

Graduate Advisory Experience

8 Post-docs, 19 PhD-students, numerous Master,
Diploma and Bachelor students

Honors and Awards

2010: Invited to Academia-Net: Excellence portal
2007: Member of the Board ,Die Junge Akademie”,
Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der

Wissenschaften und der Deutschen
Naturforschenden Gesellschaft Leopoldina
2003: Horst-Wiehe Award: Gesellschaft fiir Okologie
2001: Dissertation Award: Westfalische Universi-
tatsgesellschaft Bielefeld
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Service in Steering Committees

Drought-Net (global experimental network to assess
terrestrial sensitivity to drought)

HerbDivNet (global network on productivity/richness)
ClimMani (EU Cost Action: Climate Change Mani-
pulation Experiments in Terrestrial Ecosystems)
SIGNAL (BiodivERsA European Gradients of Resilience
in the Face of Climate Extremes): Princip. Investigator
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