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Promotion Regulations of the Bayreuth Graduate School of
Mathematical and Natural Sciences (BayNAT)
__________________________________________________________________________

According to Art. 13 Par. 1 Sent. 2 in connection with Art. 64 Par. 1 Sent. 4 of the „Bayerisches Hochschulgesetz (BayHSchG)“ the University of Bayreuth issues the following promotion regulations for  BayNAT: *)
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§ 1
Doctoral Degree
(1)
1Through the Bayreuth Graduate School (BayNAT) the University of Bayreuth confers the academic degree of a Doctor of Natural Sciences (Dr. rer. nat.) as a result of adequate achievements in one of the doctoral programs of BayNAT. 2The doctoral degree can also be conferred together with a foreign university/faculty on the basis of a joint conferral of a doctorate according to § 15.

(2)
The promotion serves as a confirmation of an independent scientific achievement, which must considerably exceed the qualifications that are required for the admission to a doctoral program according to § 4.
(3)
Besides the scientific paper (dissertation) written by the candidate and a scientific colloquium the required achievements during promotion in the BayNAT graduate school consist of  the successful completion of the courses and arrangements specified in the regulations of the individual doctoral programs covering 30 credit points in total.
§ 2
Authorization for Examination
1Authorized examiners according to these promotion regulations are faculty and teaching personnel in the graduate school according to Art. 62 BayHSchG as well as professors who are no longer obliged (entpflichtete Professoren) and retired professors. 2External scientists may be admitted as examiners by the director of the graduate school after verification of the equivalency of qualifications. 3The evaluation of equivalency is incumbent on the director.
§ 3
Execution of Promotion Procedures
(1) 1By order of the director of the graduate school the steering committee of the respective doctoral program is responsible for the execution of promotion procedures according to § 4 Par. 3 of BayNAT. 2The steering committee takes all the routine decisions, as far as the promotion regulations do not define something different. 
(2) 1Decisions during the promotion procedures have to be forwarded to the applicant by the director in written form. 2Burdening decisions have to be justified and provided with an instruction on right to appeal.
(3) With regard to exclusion because of personal participation (Beteiligung??) Art. 41 Abs. 2 BayHSchG is imperative.
§ 4
Requirements for Admission to a Doctoral Program
(1)
The proceedings for admission of a graduate student are opened, when a member of a doctoral program of the graduate school, authorized as examiner, agrees in written form on supervising the doctorate. 
(2)
1Adequate scientific qualifications are required for admission to a doctoral program. The applicant has to meet the following premises:

1.
University degree with special relation to the respective doctoral program by diploma, magister, master or state examination or technical college degree with special relation to the respective doctoral program by a master examination within the Federal Republic of Germany (Art. 64 Par. 1 Sent. 2 BayHSchG).
2.
An equivalent degree from a foreign institution.

3.
Acceptance of a diploma, magister, master or state examination in subjects that are not directly related to the doctoral program as a technically appropriate final degree by the steering committee of the respective doctoral program. The candidate and one authorized examiner according to § 2 have to apply for the acceptance which may depend on the adduction of additional achievements. The steering committee decides on the consideration of study achievements in related subjects or at foreign universities according to the principle of equivalency. Equivalency is defined on the basis of the Agreement of Equivalency approved by the conference of the ministers of education and the conference of the university directors. If the acceptance of study achievements is denied, the candidate may apply for a revision of the decision by the university administration. The university administration submits a recommendation for the further handling of the proposal to the steering committee. 
4.
Fast-Track-Admission: Admission to the graduate school can also be given if the applicant has received an excellent university degree in a subject related to the doctoral program and (or??) has achieved at least 27 credit points in his or her master studies related to the doctoral program at the University of Bayreuth at the time of application.

The application for admission has to be submitted to the director of the graduate school by the candidate and one authorized examiner according to § 2 of these regulations and may depend on the adduction of additional achievements. For Fast-Track-Admission the candidate has to pass through a qualification procedure, which is determined in the regulations of the respective doctoral programs. For the final admission to a doctoral program 60 credit points have to be achieved within the master studies. The acquisition of the academical degree of a „Master of Science“ is based upon the examination regulations of the respective master studies  of the faculties participating in the Bayreuth Graduate School of Mathematical and Natural Sciences (BayNAT).
(3)
1Within the individual doctoral programs the successful participation in a qualification test can be defined as an additional requirement for admission. 2The procedure for the qualification test is determined in the regulations of the doctoral programs. 
(4)
Applicants who were not successful in the doctoral examination according to these promotion regulations or definitely failed in a doctoral examination in a related subject or proved to be dishonorable of possessing a doctoral degree, will not be permitted.

(5)
1Die erforderlichen Qualifikationsnachweise sind dem Leitungsgremium des Promotionsprogramms vorzulegen. 2Dieses entscheidet über die Aufnahme in das jeweilige Promotionsprogramm. 5Bei Zweifeln an der Gleichwertigkeit kann die Zentralstelle für ausländisches Bildungswesen gehört werden
§ 5
Mentorate
(1) 1For every doctoral student the director usually appoints a three-person mentorate. 2To the mentorate belongs at least one professor of the graduate school according to Art. 2 Par. 1 Nr. 1 BayHSchPG, who in general is nominated as instructor of the dissertation. 3Upon request to the director, who has to agree on admission, it is also possible to have an external mentor. 4The chair of the mentorate is usually taken by the professor who supervises the dissertation according to § 4 Par. 1. 5If one member of the mentorate cannot attend to the dissertation any more, the director will nominate a substitute  member. 
(2) 1It is the task of the mentorate to advise the candidate with respect to research, selection of courses and possible stays abroad as well as to make proposals for the approval of achievements according to the regulations in the doctoral program. 3For this purpose the mentorate meets regularly with the doctoral student.
§ 6
Dissertation

(1)
1The dissertation has to be an independent scientific achievement of the candidate with new insights that help to find answers to scientific questions. 2It is also possible to combine several single studies of a candidate for a dissertation (cumulative dissertation). 3In that case an extensive summary has to demonstrate the connection between the different studies and the amount of the candidate’s own contribution. 4The steering committee of the doctoral program decides whether a cumulative dissertation seems to be appropriate or not. 5The respective requirements may be determined in the regulations of the doctoral programs.
(2)
1The dissertation has to be submitted typewritten and with a signature; it should be a hardback copy, continually paged, and contain a table of contents; short summaries both in German and in English should inform about the problem and the results. 2Cited literature and other resources have to be indicated completely; word by word citations and passages that were almost completely taken from other literature have to be marked.
(3)
If an already published paper is submitted for the dissertation, the respective number of deposit copies of the printed paper may replace the typewritten copies.

(4)
1The dissertation can be written in German or English language. 2Exceptions can be permitted by the steering committee. 3In that case, an extensive summary in German or English language is required.

§ 7
Submission of Dissertation and Application for Admission to Promotion
1The admission to the promotion procedure has to be submitted in written form to the director of the graduate school. 2Required attachments to the application are:

1.
four identical copies of the dissertation,

2.
the candidate’s declaration that he or she is the only author of the dissertation and did not use any other resources than those indicated,

3.
the candidate’s declaration whether he or she has already tried to submit a dissertation or pass the doctoral examination somewhere else,

4.
the verification of the study achievements required in the regulations of the respective doctoral program,

5.
the candidate’s CV with special focus on his or her educational career,

6.
a certificate of good conduct, if the removal from the register of students took place more than three months ago and if the applicant is not employed in civil service.
§ 8
Decision about Admission to Promotion
(1)
The director may disapprove of the admission, if the documents required under § 7 are not complete.
(2)
1The director has to decide about a candidate’s application within a month. 2A rejecting decision has to be justified, to be provided with an instruction on right to appeal, and to be immediately forwarded to the candidate in written form.
(3)
1The candidate may withdraw the application for admission as long as he did not receive a dismissive decision with regard to the dissertation or the colloquium did not start yet. 2In that case the dissertation is not cosidered as being submitted.

§ 9
Evaluation of the Dissertation

(1)
1After admission to promotion (§ 8) the director immediately appoints two reviewers for evaluation of the dissertation. 2In general the first reviewer is the chair of the mentorate. 3Reviewers may also be appointed among other members of the University of Bayreuth who are authorized examiners or professors of other universities as well as appropriate persons working in non-university research facilities, as far as they are authorized for approval of promotions according to Art. 62 BayHSchG in combination with Bayerische Hochschulprüferverordnung (BayHSchPV) in the respectively valid versions. 4At any rate, however, one of the reviewers has to be an authorized examiner of the teaching staff within the respective doctoral program and at least one reviewer has to be an authorized examiner of the teaching staff according to Art. 2 Par. 1 Nr. 1 BayHSchPG.
(2)
1As a rule within one month, at the latest within two months after the candidate’s admission to promotion, every reviewer delivers a written report and proposes to the director the approval or dismission of the dissertation. 2Every reviewer evaluates the dissertation and gives a grade according to the following scheme: 
very good
= 1
= an achievement to be especially appreciated;

good
= 2
= an achievement above-average;

satisfactory
= 3
= an average achievement;

insufficient
= 4
= a not suitable achievement with essential shortcomings.

3In very special cases the grade 

„excellent“

= a very brilliant achievement
may be accorded. 4For calculation of the final mark this grade is equivalent to the numerical value zero (= 0).  5Intermediate grades i.e. 1.3, 1.7, 2.3, and 2.7 are also permitted. 6If one reviewer accords the grade „insufficient” (4), the dissertation is not accepted.

(3)
1The director appoints a third reviewer, if the two reviewers differ in more than one grade in their evaluation of the dissertation. 2If the dissertation was evaluated with the grade „excellent“, the director may consult a third, external reviewer. 3The same is true, if one reviewer requests the appointment of a third reviwer.

(4)
The grade of the dissertation is the arithmetic average of the grades proposed by the reviewers, rounded to one decimal.

(5)
1The director conveniently informs the authorized examiners among the members of the graduate school about the incoming of the dissertation. 2Together with the notification also the summary of the dissertation and the grades are mailed. 3The director displays the dissertation and the review reports for two weeks for inspection through the authorized examiners among the members of the graduate school.
(6)
The dissertation is approved, if all reviewers agree on the approval.
(7)
1Besteht bei den Gutachtern keine Einstimmigkeit über Annahme oder Ablehnung der Arbeit oder ergibt sich bei der Stellungnahme zu einem Einspruch seitens eines Mitglieds der Graduiertenschule gemäß § 9 Abs. 5 keine Mehrheit im Leitungsgremium der Graduiertenschule für die Annahme und will der Kandidat sein Promotionsgesuch nicht zurückziehen, so ist der Fall durch das Leitungsgremium nach Einholung eines weiteren Gutachtens zu beraten und zu entscheiden. 2Das Leitungsgremium kann dabei auch beschließen, die Abhandlung dem Kandidaten zur Umarbeitung zurückzureichen. 3In diesem Fall hat der Kandidat die neue Fassung innerhalb von zwei Jahren wieder einzureichen. 4Anstelle der Umarbeitung kann der Kandidat auch eine neue Arbeit innerhalb dieser Frist vorlegen. 5Wird die Frist nicht eingehalten, so gilt die Arbeit als abgelehnt. 6Eine Wiederholung ist in diesem Falle ausgeschlossen.

(8)
1The approval of the dissertation has to be announced to the candidate in written form. 2Also the disapproval of the dissertation has to be announced to the candidate in written form, to be justified and provided with an instruction on right to appeal. 3If the dissertation was disapproved, the candidate may submit a new dissertation after one year at the earliest and after three years at the latest.
§ 10
Examination Board
(1)
1After an appropriate time period after admission of the dissertation a scientific colloquium (§ 11) is held before the examination board. 2Members of the examination board are:

1.
as chair of the board an authorized examiner of the teaching personnel according to Art. 2 Par. 1 No. 1 BayHSchPG, who is not a reviewer 

2.
the first and the second reviewer
3.
at least one more authorized examiner of the teaching personnel.

3In the event of a tie of votes, the vote of the the chair is deciding.

(2)
1The chair and the other members of the examination board are appointed by the director immediately after admission of the dissertation. 2The candidate is informed about the composition of the examination board. 3If one of the reviewers according to Par. 1 No. 2 cannot participate in the further procedure, the director appoints authorized examiner of the teaching personnel as a member of the examination board.
§ 11
Colloquium

(1)
The colloquium is a scientific debate of the subject of the dissertation and relating fields.
(2)
1The director determines the date of the colloquium. 2The candidate has to be invited in written form at least fourteen days before the date of the colloquium. 3By mutual consent with the candidate and the members of the examination board the director may shorten this term.

(3)
1The colloquium lasts at most 90 minutes and consists of a scientific lecture of about 20 minutes relating to the dissertation and an extensive discussion. 2It is conducted by the chair of the examination board. 3The colloquium is a university public session (universitätsöffentlich). 4Within a week after invitation the candidate may determine that the public is excluded. 5The supervisor may request the exclusion of the public, if patent interests are affected.
(4)
1The chair of the examination board has to write a protocol of the colloquium in German language. 2The protocol has to contain information about
1.
the day of the colloquium
2.
the names of the chair and of the other examiners
3.
the name of the candidate
4.
the contents of the discussion
5.
the grade of the colloqium and the final grade as well as the grade of the dissertation.
3The protocol has to be signed by the chair and all examiners.
(5)
1The grading of the colloquium takes place after a common, non-public debate of the examiners according to the ranking documented in § 9 Par. 2. 2If the members of the examination board cannot agree on a uniform grading, the grade is calculated as the arithmetic average of the singular grades. 3Thereby only the first decimal is considered, all further decimals are cancelled without rounding. 4If the candidate does not receive a grade of  3,0 or better for the colloquium, he has not passed the colloquium.

(6)
1In case that the colloquium has not been passed, it may be repeated after two months at the earliest, and after twelve months at the latest. 2If the candidate does not apply for the recapitulation of the colloquium within that time period or if he does not pass the colloqium again, he definitely failed the entire promotion; § 3 Par. 2 Sent. 2 is valid correspondingly. 3A second recapitulation of the failed colloquium is possible in special exceptional cases with approval of the director within a period of six months after the announcement of the repeated failing of the colloquium.
(7)
1The colloquium is considered as not being passed if the candidate without any good reasons does not appear at the date of the colloquium or if the candidate without any good reasons withdraws from the exam after the beginning of the colloquium, § 3 Par. 2 Sent. 2 is valid correspondingly. 2The reasons claimed for absence or withdrawal have to be immediately forwarded and shown credibly to the director of the graduate school. 3In case of illness of the candidate the director may demand the submission of a medical certificate. 4If the director accepts the reasons given, a new appointment is arranged.

§ 12
Evaluation of Achievements during Promotion; Final Grade
(1)
The graduation is successful, if the dissertation has been approved (§ 9 Par. 6) and if the colloquium has been passed (§ 11 Par. 5).

(2)
1The final grade of the graduation results from the sum of the double weighted grade of the dissertation and the simple grade of the colloquium divided by 3. 2The following schema is valid for the final grade:

0

= with distinction (summa cum laude)

0,10 bis 1,50 
= very good (magna cum laude)

1,51 bis 2,50 
= good (cum laude)

2,51 bis 3,00 
= satisfactory (rite)

(3)
1The result of the passed graduation is forwarded to the candidate in written form as an interlocutary notice by the director. 2This interlocutary notice does not yet authorize to have a doctor’s degree.
(4)
The final grade has to be verbally announced to the candidate by the chair of the examination board subsequently to the colloquium.

§ 13
Invalidity of  Achievements during Promotion
(1)
If before the delivery of the certificate it comes out that the candidate is guilty of any kind of deception during the conferral of the doctorate, the director annuls all so far received qualifications and closes the proceedings.
(2)
1If the deception is revealed only after the delivery of the certificate, the doctoral exam may be subsequently declared as failed. 2The withdrawal of the doctoral degree occurs according to the statutory provisions (Art. 48 Bayerisches Verwaltungsverfahrensgesetz – BayVwVfG – in the respectively valid version). 3The decision lies with the director.
(3)
1If the premises for admission to promotion were not met without the candidate’s intention to deceive, and if this fact becomes known only after delivery of the certificate, this deficiency is remedied by the pass of the doctoral examination. 2If the candidate obtained his or her admission by intentional mischief, the director decides about the measures to be taken, considering the general principles of withdrawal of unlawful administrative acts.

(4)
1In case of the statement of the failing of the doctoral examination according to Par. 3 Sent. 2 the doctoral certificate has to be withdrawn. 2A decision according to Par. 2 and Par. 3 Sent. 2 is impossible after a period of five years from the date of the doctoral certificate.

(5)
1For the rest the withdrawal of the doctoral degree conforms with the statutory provisions (Art. 69 BayHSchG). 2The person concerned has to have the opportunity to be heard before the final decision. 3A negative decision has to be justified and provided with an instruction on right to appeal.
§ 14
Publication of the Dissertation
(1)
1After the successful passing of the colloquium the applicant has to publish his or her dissertation. 2As a rule the publication is done electronically via the university library. 3A publication in printed form or as a book is also possible.

(2)
1Before the publication of the dissertation the imprimatur of the director of the graduate school has to be obtained. 2To the reviewer’s proposal the director may require changes of the manuscript. 3The respectively changed version of the dissertation has to be submitted again to the director in order to receive his imprimatur. 4With submission of the electronic version or the printed depositary copies the candidate has to declare in written form that the electronic version, respectively the depositary copies are consistent in contents with the version for which the imprimatur was given. 5The publication of the dissertation has to be proved to the director within a year after the successful passing of the colloquium.
(3)
1If the dissertation is published as an electronic version, the data format and medium have to be agreed upon with the university library. 2If the dissertation is printed, the university library receives 40 depositary copies, preferentially in DIN A5 format. 3If the dissertation is published with a minimum circulation of 150 copies as an independent publication in bookselling, as a monography in a series, or essentially unabridged as an article in a journal or if an already published  tract  was submitted as dissertation, six copies or prints of the original paper have to be deposited.
(4)
The director may consider the period of delivery as observed, if a binding declaration of publication by the editor of the journal or the series or the publisher ensures in a sufficient way the delivery of the depositary copies.

(5)
If the applicant misses the deadline for delivery of the depositary copies, all rights acqired by the successful passing of the examination procedure expire; § 3 Par. 2 Sent. 2 is valid correspondingly.

§ 15
Promotion in Joint Supervision with a Foreign Educational Institution
(1)
A promotion procedure that is carried through together with a foreign university/faculty/graduate school (in the following referred to as „educational institution”) implies that
1.
the applicant meets the premises for admission to graduation (§ 4) at BayNAT,

2.
the foreign educational institution has the right to award doctoral degrees according to its national statutory provisions and that the awarded grade would be recognized within the area of application of the German Hochschulrahmengesetz,

3.
a contract considering the joint execution of the promotion procedure is concluded with the foreign educational institution, which has to be agreed upon by the director.

(2)
1After a more detailed regulation of the contract according to Par. 1 No. 3 the lead management of the promotion procedure may lie with BayNAT at the University of Bayreuth Universität Bayreuth or with the foreign educational institution. 2The contract must contain regulations about the number of copies to be submitted (§ 7) and the numbers of depositary copies (§ 14) that have to be given to the library in case of a successful graduation. 3The applicant receives a copy of the contract.

(3)
1The dissertation has to be submitted to the institution that has the lead management (responsible institution). 2§ 6 is not affected. 3A dissertation that has already be submitted and accepted or rejected at one of the participating institutions before conclusion of a contract according to Par. 1 No. 3, cannot be the subject of a joint promotion procedure.

(4)
1The responsible institution appoints the reviewers for the dissertation. 2At least one of the reviewers must be a member of the University of Bayreuth according to § 9 Par. 1. 3If the reports are not written in German or English language, the responsible institution  has to provide translations into one of these languages. 4After submission of the reports they will be presented to both educational institutions, together with the dissertation. 5Each institution decides independently about the acceptation of the dissertation and its evaluation. 6§ 9 Par. 5 is not affected. 7If one of the two educational institutions does not accept the dissertation, the joint procedure is terminated. 8If the dissertation is rejected only by the foreign institution, the procedure is continued at the University of Bayreuth according to the general instructions of these promotion regulations.

(5)
1If the dissertation is accepted by both institutions, the colloquium takes place at the institution with the lead management. 2An equal participation of both institutions at the examination board has to be ensured; this may be achieved by equal representation or by weighting of the votes. 3For the vote of the representatives of the University of Bayreuth § 11 Par. 5 is valid. 4If the University of Bayreuth has the lead management, notwithstanding § 10 Par. 1 No. 3 one of the further examiners may be a member of the foreign educational institution. 5If the representatives of one of the two institutions reject the candidate’s performance in the colloquium, the joint procedure is terminated; Par. 4 Sent. 8 is valid accordingly.

(6)
1After the successful completion of the promotion procedure in joint supervision with a foreign educational institution, notwithstanding § 16 a doctoral certificate is delivered that is signed by both institutions, indicating that it refers to a doctoral degree that was accorded for a scientific achievement jointly by both participating institutions. 2The contract according to Par. 1 No. 3 ensures that an eventual additional foreign certificate also  indicates the joint promotion procedure with the University of Bayreuth.
§ 16
Certificate and Execution of Promotion
(1)
1If the requirements listed in § 14 are met, the director of the graduate school draws up a certificate about the passed doctoral exam in German. 2In addition an English translation is provided.

(2)
If the contents of the dissertation are related to an intended or accomplished patent application, the director of the graduate school may postpone the publication of the dissertation up to 18 months upon request of the candidate or the supervisor, without the enforcement of the graduation being affected.
(3)
1The certificate confirms the successful graduation by indicating the title of the dissertation and the final grade. 2It is signed by the director of the graduate school and by the president of the University of Bayreuth. 3Date of the certificate is the date of the colloquium.

(4)
1The certificate and its translation is handed over by the director of the graduate school. 2With the delivery the promotion is executed; by this the candidate receives the right to conduct a doctor’s degree (Dr. rer. nat.).

§ 17
Right of Inspection
After completion of the dissertation the candidate has the right of inspection of the promotion documents.
§ 18
Consideration of Special Living Situations
(1) 1With regard to deadlines and dates the claiming of the retention periods referred to in §§ 3, 4, 6, and 8 of the Maternity Protection Law (Mutterschutzgesetz, MuSchG) as well as the periods of the laws concerning child credit and parental leave (Bundeselterngeld- und Elternzeitgesetz – BEEG) from December 5, 2006 (BGBI S. 2748) in the respectively valid versions has to be assured upon request. 2Respective evidence has to be proved; changes of conditions have to be announced immediately.

(2) 1Time limits within examination periods, when the accomplishment of the dissertation cannot or only in a very limited way be continued for good reasons, are not credited against the applicant upon request. 2Good reasons are in particular illness or home care of critically ill relatives. 3Respective evidence has to be proved, in particular medical reports have to be presented. 4Changes of conditions have to be announced immediately.
§ 19
Consideration of Special Concerns of Handicapped People
1For protection of equal opportunities the special situation of handicapped candidates has to be considered appropriately. 2 Upon written request of the candidate the chair of the examination board has to determine with regard to the severity of the proved examination handicap, in which way a handicapped candidate should perform his or her examination, or accord an extension of the time allowed for accomplishing the dissertation up to half of the regular time. 3The evidence of the examination handicap has to be presented by the candidate through a medical certificate, showing that he or she is not able to take the exam as a whole or partly in the designated form because of a long-term or permanent handicap. 4The request has to be added to the application for admission to the doctoral program. 5If the request is submitted later, it is only valid for future exams.

§ 20
Regulation of Transition
(1)
Applicants who already started their doctoral studies at the University of Bayreuth before the coming-into-force of these regulations may apply for being admitted to a doctoral program.

(2)
A description of the contents and a short report about the state of art of the doctoral project have to be submitted.
(3)
For these applicants the doctoral programs determine in their regulations deviations with regard to the course achievements necessary for admission to promotion according to § 7.

§ 21
Coming-into-Force
1These promotion regulations come into force the day after their publication. 2The promotion regulations of the faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Informatics and of the faculty of Biology, Chemistry and Geosciences are not touched by these regulations. 
*)	All titles are meant equally for men and women. There is no linguistic differentiation in the wording of the respective regulations.






